8o                          Don Francisco Giner:

and display even their paintboxes, in case they contained
dynamite or nitroglycerine.

The International Congress of Education was the beginning
of Don Francisco's long connection with England. It was
characteristic of him, that he agreed to Cossio and not himself
being regarded as the official Spanish representativeI; character-
istic also of that representative, that he seldom spoke during any
of the meetings, and did not follow the example of the Bra-
zilian representative in giving a glowing account of educational
progress in his own country. Cossio and Don Francisco sat
quiet, keeping their ears and eyes open. The chair in one of the
sections (Training of Teachers) was taken by the Hon. Lyulph
Stanley (afterwards Lord Stanley of Alderley, and, from 1909
until his death in 1925, generally known as Lord Sheffield).
Though he did not make the acquaintance of the two Spanish
delegates on this occasion, he met them again in Paris, in 1889,
at the celebrations of the centenary of the French Revolution;
he became Don Francisco's strongest link with England, and
visited Spain on several occasions himself. The ideal England, of
which Don Francisco had always dreamed, seemed incarnate
in this unobtrusive but indefatigable public servant; the ideal
educationist rang in his speeches and writings: in his view of
Denominational Training Colleges and Board Schools, his plan
of Oxford University Reform, in his speech delivered at the
meeting of the School Board for London on the proposal to
alter the rule of the Board in reference to Bible teaching.

In 1886 Giner and Cossio "came under the inspiration" of
Eton and Oxford. At the latter they had the good fortune to
stay in Balliol as guests of the Master, Dr Jowett, to whom they
had an introduction from Sir Richard Morier. Jowett was at
that time Vice-Chancellor; and the Spanish visitors felt that
they had been received "not only by the leading humanist, but
by the most educative spirit of the time in England ". They were
present when honorary degrees were conferred upon John
Bright, Robert Browning and James Russell Lowell, and
afterwards made their acquaintance. Thus they completed,
1 The Times, 4 Aug. 1884.